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The Mathews Local School District continues to monitor the spread of COVID-19.
With more than 700 students and employees, it is vital that we all share the
responsibility for minimizing the risk of exposure and the impact to each other. 

INTRODUCTION
Like so many other school districts in the country, Mathews Local School has been
working since March 2020 to ensure the health and safety of its students and
staff. The following document outlines the district’s reopening plan of school in-
person, five-days-a-week, beginning Wednesday, September 2, 2020.

MITIGATION
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STUDENTS
It is important for parents to understand the need to assess their child daily for COVID-19
symptoms. We ask parents to NOT send their child to school throughout the year, if they
exhibit any of the following symptoms:

If your child has chronic conditions such as allergies or asthma that can mimic COVID-like
symptoms, we encourage you to consult with your physician for recommendations when
exhibiting these symptoms.  

STAFF
All staff will self-screen prior to coming to work by assessing the same symptoms listed
above to determine if the staff member should not report to work. 

SCREENING PROCEDURES
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TEMPERATURES
All staff/students will have their body temperature taken prior to entering the school
building.  Any student who has a temperature at or above 100F will be immediately sent to
an isolation room to be further evaluated.  Please ensure your contact information is up to
date in the event the nurse needs to contact home.  You also need to be sure there are
multiple, pre-arranged methods of getting a student home from school should they become
ill or exhibit COVID-19 symptoms.

DAILY HOME SCREENING CHECKLIST FOR STUDENTS

Temperature at or above 100.0 degrees Fahrenheit when taken by
mouth

New uncontrolled cough that causes difficulty breathing (for
students with chronic allergic/ asthmatic cough,  a change in their
cough from baseline)

Sore throat

Diarrhea, vomiting, or abdominal pain

New onset of severe headache, especially with a fever

SECTION 1: Symptoms
If your child has any of the following symptoms, that indicates a possible illness that may
decrease the student’s ability to learn and also put them at risk for spreading illness. Please
check your child for these symptoms:

SECTION 2: Close Contact/Potential Exposure

Had close contact (within 6 feet of an infected person for at least 15
minutes) with a person with confirmed COVID-19

Traveled to or lived in an area where local, Tribal, or state health
department is reporting large numbers of COVID-19 cases

Lived in areas of high community transmission while school remains
open



FACE COVERINGS

Entering, riding and exiting buses / exiting vehicles 
Entering and exiting school buildings
In classrooms
During class changes in the halls
In restrooms
When students are not able to maintain being physically distant from each other

All staff and students are required to wear a face covering. This precludes those individuals
meeting the criteria for exemption. Families should provide their own child with his/her own
face covering each day of school.  Limited numbers of paper masks will be available. Face
coverings should cover the nose and mouth and are expected to be in place:

Orders from the Ohio Governor's Office and Ohio Department of Health supersede all district
provisions.  
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SOCIAL DISTANCING
IS TRYING TO KEEP YOURSELF AWAY FROM OTHER

PEOPLE DURING INFECTIOUS DISEASE OUTBREAKS.

Keeping a distance of six feet or more between people adds another layer of prevention
against the spread of COVID-19 by minimizing the chance of coming into contact with the
virus through respiratory droplets. 

SOCIAL DISTANCING
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6FT 6FT

YOU SHOULD MAINTAIN A DISTANCE OF SIX FEET FROM OTHERS AND

TAKE EVERY EFFORT TO DISTANCE YOURSELF WHENEVER POSSIBLE.
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Classrooms, office areas, desks, chairs, tables  
Hand-rails and walls
Door surfaces, door knobs, push/pull handles  
Restrooms/locker rooms (if used)
Restrooms
School building technology
Playgrounds

Mathews Local Schools will continue to adhere to its strict cleaning and disinfecting
protocols in all buildings. The district has purchased additional electrostatic disinfectant
devices.  Our custodial crews will focus on high-touch areas throughout the school
buildings, where bacteria and viruses are most likely to be transmitted.  These areas include
but are not limited to:

ENHANCED CLEANING

SCHOOL BUILDING VOLUNTEERS AND GUESTS

PTO visits 
Classroom volunteers
Guest readers
Guest speakers that require students and staff to congregate
Any non-school personnel that are not required to be in the buildings for the
instructional day
Student-led groups or activities conducted in other buildings, such as peer tutoring
Orientation/Open House
Field trips
Fundraisers (unless approved by administration)

The following school building visitor/volunteer programs are suspended until further notice:

In most instances, parents/guardians dropping off student books and belongings or picking
up their child (ill or not) are not permitted in our school buildings.

COVID RESPONSE PROTOCOLS
Protocols for assessing, reporting, and tracing positive cases of COVID-19 have been
developed in collaboration with the Trumbull County Health Department, Ohio Department
of Health and the Ohio Department of Education.



EXHIBITING COVID SYMPTOMS  
We understand that symptoms of COVID-19 are also symptoms of other common illnesses.
Students who display symptoms at school or at home that are similar to COVID-19, such as
fever, will not be permitted to return to school until they are symptom free for 24 hours
without the use of fever reducing medications.  Students will be required to provide an
excuse explaining their absence and will be evaluated by school personnel upon their arrival
back to school.

CONTACT TRACING
Protocols provide for immediate contact with the Trumbull County Health Department when
a COVID case is confirmed for any student or staff member.  The Trumbull County Health
Department will also notify the school system of any confirmed COVID cases as well as
appropriate contact tracing measures that need to be conducted.  The Ohio Department of
Health will initiate contact tracing and case investigation in consultation with the Trumbull
County Health Department.

SCHOOL/BUILDING CLOSURE
Decisions regarding building or school district closures will be made in consultation with the
Trumbull County Health Department as part of the contact tracing and case investigation
protocols. 
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Sources: Johns Hopkins University, Furukawa NW, Brooks JT, Sobel J.

COVID TRAINING
Plans for additional staff training in health and safety protocols related to the prevention
and transmission of COVID-19 will occur in the coming weeks, prior to the start of school.

FACILITY MODIFICATIONS
CLASSROOMS
Every effort will be made to socially distance students in the classroom according to health
department recommendations.  Seating may be arranged to all face the same direction
and/or be spaced as far apart as possible.  Furniture and personal items taking up space
within the classrooms will be evaluated and removed in most instances to allow for social
distancing.  Teachers will also be leaving their class doors open to increase circulation
within our schools and reduce the number of people needing to touch the door handles.

DRINKING FOUNTAINS
Drinking fountains will be turned off. Students are encouraged to bring their own water
bottle.  The district will also be offering bottled water.
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SIGNAGE
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention created infographics on the symptoms of
COVID-19, social distancing and how to properly wash your hands. Signage for each
building will be posted to assist students and staff with these measures.  The signage will
appear at entrances, hallways, cafeterias, restrooms, and other areas deemed appropriate.

CLEAR PLEXIGLASS BARRIERS
Protection barriers have been purchased and are being installed in office areas and in
other high traffic communication areas.  

HAND SANITIZER 
Hand sanitizer will available to students and staff in all classrooms and on our school
buses.  Additionally, all buildings are being equipped with hand sanitizer stations at
entrances, halls, and other areas where deemed appropriate.  

COVID ISOLATION ROOMS
There will be a separate, designated area created in all buildings for anyone who presents
signs or symptoms of COVID-19. PPE must be worn by staff members in this area.

STUDENT TRANSPORTATION

Students with temperatures at or above 100°F must stay home.
A mask or face covering must be worn entering the bus, while on the bus and exiting
the bus. If you cannot provide a mask or face covering, the school will provide one.
Students not wearing a face covering will not be picked up by the bus, unless prior
arrangements have been made with building administration. 
Drivers will monitor students (as safely as possible) to ensure all students are wearing
a face covering while riding the bus.
Sanitizer must be applied upon entering the school bus.
There will be no bus passes or shuttle.

BUS RIDERS 
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Students will have assigned seats. Siblings will be seated together.
Students will load the bus in the morning from back to front to reduce close proximity.
Students will be required to go directly to their assigned seat when leaving school and
entering the bus.

Building administrators and/or staff members will monitor drop off and dismissal to
ensure students do not congregate in groups.

Protocols are in place to clean and disinfect buses with electrostatic disinfectants prior
to the start of the school year, and continued disinfecting measures will occur after AM
and PM routes to ensure buses are clean. 
High-touch areas in the bus will be cleaned throughout the day
All roof vents in buses will be open at all times to increase ventilation. Windows will be
open (weather permitting). 

We anticipate an increase in traffic for drop-off/pick-up. Traffic patterns may have
changed from previous years.  New traffic patterns will be shared on the district
website by September 1, 2020.
Administration and/or staff will be supervising, but we ask for patience and courtesy to
other drivers and children as this will inevitably be a hectic part of the school day.
Our school resource officer will continue to monitor and assist in any traffic flow
changes.
Students are expected to wear a face covering when exiting vehicles and entering and
exiting the building.

SEATING ON THE BUS

BUS DROP-OFF

BUS SANITIZATION

Click here to review the Trumbull County Public Schools' transportation guidelines.

CAR DROP-OFF/PICK-UP

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1&v=R5pZEdHuwzQ&feature=emb_title


A grab and go breakfast will be available for students to eat in their classroom.
Students in grades 7-12 students will receive a grab and go lunch at dismissal, which
will be 1 p.m. this school year.
Students in grades 1-6 will eat lunch in their classrooms.  Students in kindergarten will
eat in the multi-purpose room.
Our food services department and administrators will continue to work to find the best
solutions in maintaining a safe eating environment for kids and staff.

BREAKFAST AND LUNCH

FOOD SERVICE
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ON-CAMPUS LEARNING

Clubs, school dances, academic competitions, school productions and exhibitions
occurring in the fall will either have some virtual platform or reviewed to determine if
these can be rescheduled for a later date.

Recess will be offered.  Only one grade level at a time will be permitted at recess.  Each
homeroom will have their own designated area outside. 

It is planned that K-6 students will remotely or virtually attend physical education and
music.

Teachers will offer continued opportunities for students to learn appropriate lessons to
ensure an understanding of COVID safety protocols and emotional well-being is
monitored during the pandemic.
Additional guidance and emotional support measures will be implemented for
students as needed.
Counselors, nurses, and principals can be contacted in your child’s respective building

GROUP GATHERINGS

ELEMENTARY RECESS

ELEMENTARY SPECIALS

SOCIAL/EMOTIONAL SUPPORTS
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The district is providing a wide variety of on-going professional development to
support effective instruction. We will be continuing to utilize both in-house resources
as well as the TCESC personnel to facilitate this professional learning.

Currie Elementary (Grades K- 2)        Start: 9:15 a.m.   Dismissal: 3:00 p.m.
Baker Elementary (Grades 3-6)          Start: 8:15 a.m.   Dismissal: 2:00 p.m.
MJHS/MHS (Grades 7-12)                  Start: 7:15 a.m.   Dismissal: 1:00 p.m.

Students in grades K-6 will be permitted to bring a backpack to school
Students in grades 7-12 are NOT permitted to bring a backpack to school.  Students in
grades 7-12 may carry a three-ring binder and their Chromebooks.  Lockers will NOT be
in use.

Students in grades 2-12 will take home a Chromebook home with then each night.  It is
the responsibility of the student to charge the Chromebook so it is ready to use the
next school day.
If you have connectivity issues, please contact the Mathews Local School District and
we will make our best effort to  assist.

TEACHER TRAINING

SHORTENED SCHOOL DAY
Please understand, the district will utilize a hybrid model to facilitate learning for the
same amount of time/hours that are typically in school. All students will experience some
form of remoter learning, even when students are able to be on site.

BACKPACKS

TECHNOLOGY

Due to the unpredictable nature of this pandemic, we are working to build flexibility into the
restart plan. We want students attending school under the face-to-face option to be able to
transition quickly to full-time remote learning under the school umbrella, not Mustang
Academy, if an order comes from the state or local health department to close schools.
Students originally enrolled in Mustang Academy would simply continue in the same
program through the first semester.
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This option is different from what students experienced during remote learning last
spring.
Students participating in this option will be using Educer, an online curriculum and
platform designed by an outside company that specializes in virtual learning.
Students will not come to a school building for instruction and will not be in the same
classes or have the same teachers as students participating in Option 1.
It is recommended students follow a schedule to complete online learning,
assignments, and assessments. 
The online curriculum will meet the same standards as our Mathews Local Schools
curriculum, but it will not necessarily match the same pacing or activities that are
delivered in school buildings.
Students will have access to courses in all core areas (English language arts,
mathematics, sciences, and social studies)
Students will also have limited access to elective courses (7-12),  
Students in grades 7-12 will not have access to their full schedule as planned.
Communicate questions and concerns immediately to Educere 7:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
M-F.
Students will earn grades for their work.
If state or local regulations require a school closure, students participating in this
option will continue as scheduled, and will continue to use the online curriculum and
platform.
Students may continue to participate in after-school activities at their school building,
including extra-curricular activities if the activities remain open in the buildings.

STUDENTS

Developing a “school schedule” is recommended to keep routines in place for students
while working from home.
Monitor student progress on coursework with data provided by Educer.
Communicate questions and concerns immediately to Educer 7:30 a.m. -7:30 p.m. M-F
the buildings.

Notify building principal of intent to use the online platform (Educere)
Obtain a Chromebook from the school.
Obtain and maintain a working internet connection.

PARENTS/CAREGIVERS

REMOTE LEARNING - MUSTANG
ACADEMY



EXCEPTIONAL LEARNERS
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If the student is able to attend school, but sometimes may not be able to wear a face
covering, please consider:

Consulting with your healthcare provider and share their recommendations with
school staff to assist the student in wearing a face covering 
If an alternative can be used, such as face shield 

If the student is not able to wear a face covering or shield due to their disability and/or
health condition, the building team will need to hold an IEP or 504 meeting to
determine what accommodations or strategies need to be written in the student’s IEP
or 504 plan.  If it is already known that the student will be unable to wear a face
covering or shield, an IEP or 504 revision will need to occur prior to the student’s start
in school on campus.
If a student does not have a medical reason and is not able to be compliant with
wearing a face covering, the IEP or 504 Team will determine if the student is in need of
desensitizing strategies or other accommodations or behavior intervention planning to
assist them with wearing a face covering.    
If still unsuccessful, building administrators will work with the special education
supervisor, school guidance and ODE Office For Exceptional Children to determine next
steps to assist the student. 

Except in extenuating circumstances, all meetings will be held via computer or phone
with paperwork signed electronically.
In the event a meeting must be conducted in person, all participants will be required to
wear face coverings and follow mitigation practices when entering and visiting the
building 
Refusal of any family member to comply with the district's operating safety protocols
will be addressed cordially, but without any exceptions.  

Mathews Local School's Restart Plan will be followed by all students and staff.  As noted
in language for students with exceptional needs, there are certain additional precautions
that may be put into place for students with Individual Education Programs (IEP) or
Section 504 Plans to ensure the safety of the student and others.  In the event that student
may not be able to wear a mask in accordance with the guidelines set forth by the district's
face covering policy, parents will need to consult with their healthcare provider to
determine if their child is able to attend school on campus safely. 

IAT MEETINGS/IEP MEETINGS/504 MEETINGS
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Related services will be provided via face to face and or teletherapy options based on
students’ IEPs.
Students will be grouped with cohort peers for small group services provided outside
the general education classroom.
All teachers and staff working with individuals or small groups of students will be
required to wear a face covering.
Social distancing will be maintained when working with students in small instructional
groups.  Clear barriers may be utilized to assist with close proximity while working in
small groups.

RELATED SERVICES

THE ROLE OF FAMILIES

Begin talking with your child now about what changes they can expect to see when
they return to school. Here is a resource that can assist you in recognizing some tips
to cope with the pandemic: click here
Talk with your child about the different strategies they can practice that will help keep
them safe.  Explain social distancing, wearing a face covering and hand washing.
Help your child increase their comfort level around wearing a face covering by having
them practice at home. Start out by having them wear the mask for short periods of
time and gradually increase.

Resources 
Hand Washing
Social Distancing
How To Make A No-Sew Mask
Face Mask Etiquette
Cross Contamination and Gloves
Hand Sanitizer Tips
Learning at Home
Talking to Your Child About Coronavirus
Ohio Schools Reset, Restart Guide
Centers for Disease Control Safe Return Guide

Teachers, administration and support staff want your child to feel comfortable and
confident in the school’s work to create health and safety protocols to help prevent the
spread of COVID-19. Listed below are some resources to review.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BTx1vELv7zU
https://youtu.be/Cw4h-4WEpHg
https://youtu.be/OesXL3I6M4s
https://youtu.be/odD2SCgCKy4
https://youtu.be/1K9Zs16dhRE
https://youtu.be/SGvVNFw1Egs
https://youtu.be/YylsSJxHJdQ
https://sites.google.com/trumbullesc.org/tcescstudentresources/home
https://www.pbs.org/parents/thrive/how-to-talk-to-your-kids-about-coronavirus
http://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Reset-and-Restart/Reset-Restart-Guide.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/prepare-safe-return.html

